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beaver City, November 29th, 6 
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Whereas the auzens of Beaver City in paiticular, and of Cim- 
anon Territory in gencral, fed a deep interest in the protection 
of their individual and respective rights to held all just and } law- 
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ond.‏ یا 
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fully obtained clams upon town lots as well as homesteads, and 
to propeity 
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knowing full well the strife, bad feeling and dang 4 
: i 

and hfe which may occur when claims become mole valuable, we, i 
the subscribers, hercby endorse the selection of the following Boar -ያ 
of Directors, and request them in their official capacity to وم‎ i 
at once and prepare a code of By-Laws for our future adoption, کو‎ 
also to prepare a form of Quit-Clafm Deed, for our common u 2 m M 
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the transfer of claims from one party to another وی‎ 
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By Cimarron Territory we mean the. narrow strip of land north 
of Téxas Pan-handle, .east of the N E, corner of New Mexico, 
south of Colorado and Kansas, between the rooth’and 2030 mer- 


idian lines, only 3434 miles wide, or between 36 30 and 37 par- ۱ 


allel lines, north latitude, A knowledge of this, the smallest terri- 


tory that has ever presented itself for territorial government under 
the laws of the United States, is replete with traditional history. 
By the acquisition of this territory we see the multiplicity of changes 


The historian and the scientist alike 
find vast stores of prehistoric lore, which open wide a prolific field . 


in governmental jurisdiction. 


for speculative thought. For many by-gone centusiesthis territory 
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was owned and controlled by Old Mexico, or by Spain. In 1803 
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the United oe putchased from France for $15,000,000 all the 
"territory then known as the Louisiana territory, which was bounded 
on the south by the gulf of Mexico, running north along the Mis- 
sissippi river to the British Dominion, including the present states 
of Louisiana, Arkansas, that part lof Kansas and Colorado north of 
the Arkansas river only, Indian Territory west to the rooth mer- 
idian line, and several other northern states and territories. In 1833 
the United States government organized Indian Territory and made 
a ‘treaty which was fully consumated with the Indians in 1835. At 


, that time Mexico and Spain owned all the land west of the rooth’ 


meridian line, And south of the Arkansas river, including Utah, 

California, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas In 1845 
Texas declared itself to be a free and independent republic, coming 
under the protection of the United States, Then followed the Mex- 
ican war, which ended with a treaty whereby our government be- 
came posssssed of all the land west of the 100th meridian line and 
south of the Arkansas river, including Utah, Californik, Nevada, 
Arizona, New Mexico aud Texas, - Texas ouly claimed décording 
to her jurisdiction before the war north to the 36.30 parallel line, 

In 1850, when the Kansas and Nebraska bill passed congress, it 
was first framed so as to give to Kansas all land ndtth of 36.30, but 
Stephen A. Douglass called the attention of the house to the fact 
that a treaty had been made with the Cherckee Indians in 1833 
which gave them a strip of land running north to the 37th degree 
and west from the Missouri line to the rooth meridian line; and 
the Kansas and Nebraska bil was so amended asto leave the 
Cherokee strip unmolested, and at the same time leaving out this 
strip between Texas Pan-handle and the 37th degree north gti- 
tude. New Mexico and Colorado were afterward formed, with 
straight;lines and square corners, thereby continuing to leave us 
out in the ዕ.14---866 thirty-third congress, first session, pages 221 
and 222, Congressional Globe; also see pamphlet published by O, 
G. Chase on Cimarron Territory, page 5 and 6, 


Now as the facts begin to deyelope that here is one of the health- 
iest, best watered, best grazing, and best agricultural strips of land 
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sto he found anywhere on the plains, Texas, New Mexico and Colo- 
rade watt us, Kansas claims us, and the Indians demand us ; but EU 
wg, the Squatter occupants and “genuine residents, availing our- 
' selves of the wine points iz law, declare that we have possession, 
and the better to enable us to agree among د اک‎ some ` 
method of retaining our claims, both in town and country throug! = 
out this territory, we hereby resolve ourselves into a committee of - 
* the whole, to protect each other, and do endorse and adopt the fol کس‎ 
+, ` plowing Rules'and Regulations, thereby trying to avert discord and 
disputes among all our citizens in Cimarron Territory : 


E E 1 —— ` 0 1 
; 1 ۱ : ۱ سه‎ 
7 RÜLES AND REGULATIONS. 

E SECTION H The strip of public land heretofore known as the 


』 Neutral je , No Man's Land, etc., bounded!as follows, viz: com- 
mencing ot the N. E. corner of Texas Pan-handle at the rooth 
meridian line; thence north along said line 34% miles to the 
Kansas State line; west along the southern border of Kansas and 
Colora” y 167 miles to the 103d meridian line ; thence south Along. 
said meridian line 34 32 miles to the N. W. corner of Texas Pan- 
handle, orto the 36 30 paraliel line;- j hence east along said line 
167 mi ilesto place of beginning, shall hereafter be knownas Cimar- 

7 ron Territory. ١ 

E SEC. 2, To establish and perpetuate judicial, legislative and 2 
' executive organization in Cimarron Territory, it is hereD* sug- 
¬ ' gested and agreed by us that the territory should be dividat Ty 

3 three representative districts, known as the First, Second and Third 

< 了 epresentative Districts, and divided hy the meridian lines. From 
the rooth to the rorst meridian line.shall be the First district; 
fromthe torst to the 102d meridian line shall be the Second dis- 
trict, and from the 102d to the 103d meridian line shall be the 
Third district, 3 
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- 856, j. To enable us to consolidate our strength, and to know 
the wants of the people of the whole territory, it is also suggested 
and hereby agreed upon, that the entire population of Cimarron : 
Territory turn outon February 22,1387, and hold elections in their. i 1 
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respective neighborhoods as near in conformity to law as possible, 
electing in each Representative District three representatives, who : 
shall meet in Beaver City on the fourth day of March, 1887, ash 
territorial council. くら 

556. 4, To carry out the object set forth in the, preceding sect 
tion, a President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer 15 here: 
by elected and authorized to act as a local council, constitutin 
board to be known as the Respective Claim Board. 

Sec. 5, The Respective Claim Board is authorized to proceed 
at once to” have printed for squatter claimants’ use, blank quit- 
claim deeds; and for each parcel of land or. town lot the presi- 
dent and secretary shall execute a deed to the original resident 
claimant when called upon so to do; but if any contest appears to 
exist, or donbt as to the priority of rights existing in the claimant, 
then the matter shall rest, and no deed. issue üntil all the parties 
interested shall have a chance for a hearing, and evidence filed in 
writing if demanded, and a decision rendered oy a board of three 
disinterested citizen arbitrators, selected in the usual wit; ¿by the 
parties interested. Either party feeling themselves agrjev. 1 may 
appeal to a new board of five arbitrators, selected as above, but 
must take such appeal within five days, and pay to the secretary Se 
the company the sum of five dollars, 

Sec, 6. For each parcel of land or tow lot deeded as above, 


` the President and Secretary shall each be entitled fo the surra 


jams; but for each parcel of land or town lot deeded to non- 
residents a fee of five dollars shall be paid. 

Sec. 7 All heads of families or single persons over twenty-one 
years of age, who have since April rst, 1886, or may prior fo April 
1st, 1887, in person select and define the number and location of 
town lots, or tot excedding 160 acres of land in the country, ac- 
cording to U. S. survey, and so defined and made public that the 
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neighbors generally shall know the location, as well as the claim- 


adt's name and residence, such claims “shall be held for such 
claimants in good faith until April rst, 1887; Providing non-resi- 
dent claimants shall not offer to sell nor allow others to offer such 
claims for sale; and providing further, that all such non-residents 
shall pay all fees as aforesaid prior to December 25, 1886. 


à Sec. 8. There shall be an averágé assessment of $0 cents 


de on all in side town lots, or parcels of land in the country, 
and one dollar for all corner lots in town; except town,lots or par- 
eels of land in the country where houses are built, and suitable for 
the occupancy of a family, there shall be no assessments For each 
town lot exceeding five, and not exceeding ten, owned by any one 
person, such وو‎ charged double the above rafes ; and for- 
all lots exceeding ten claimed by any one person, four times the 
above rates shall be charged ; town lots or homesteads under fence 
shall only pay ohe-half the average assessment. ۰ A legal fence 
shall be two strands of wire,the first atleast two feet and the second 
at least three feet above ground, AH assessments shall be paid to 
the Secretary, and by him turned over to the Treasurer at once, 
taking his receipt therefor. The Treasurer shall firstfile a bond, 
payable to the President of the Board, ta be accepted by the bal- 
ance of the Board. NE. ہت‎ 

SEC. 9. All claimants taking deeds as وس‎ and paying their 
regular assessments, are presumed to endorse fhese rules and regu- 
lations, and shall be protected in all their rights to land as well as 
town lots. Any citizen making violent threats, or resorting to 
force to obtain possession of any claim in dispute, thereby ignor- 
ing these rules, shall forfeit hisrespected right. In the. event of 
any building burnt or maliciously destroyed, such claim shall re- 
main intact, and any person attempting to jump such claim shall be. 
deemed the mcendiary. Any person changing or defacing any 
surveyed lines shall forfeit all his rights to land id this territory. 
Any person holding more than 160 acres, or offering one claim for 
sale while holding another, shall forfeit both. Any person malici- 
ously injuring any improvements on anothers claim, shall make due 
restitution or forfeit his respected rights, 


چ 


١ 


* 


* 


A 


4 


1 


ያን 


man ደ ہی‎ hteo 
ሜም و سو‎ 


re 


La 


EN 


0 
Dt 
y 
D 


^ 


ነ 


T e‏ چ نے 
MÀ ረመ በ‏ 


886, 10. All persons who have since April rst, 1886, been on | 
the ground and selected their claim with a view of returning, shall ' 
be protected as residents'of this territory, providing they shall take | 
deedsas aforesaid, and return and occupy their claim by the first اي‎ 
day of April, 1887. But any such claims offered for sale by the ۰ 


claimant, or by his agent représenting his claim here, may be de- 0 


clared forfeited ; and all forfeited claims may be sold or donated to 
the first families coming into the neighborhood after the date of for- .. 
feiture. -Any non-resident selling a claim to any one, such sale 
shall be void, and the purchaser held as à transgressor of squatter , 
rights. 

SEC, 11. For the organization of town sites: in Cimarron Ter 


۱ ritóry it is strongly recommended that each ‘peighborhood send.. 


petitions tc this Board at Beaver City, to be forwarded, asking cons] 
gress to pass a general law facilitating town site organizations iri > 
unsurveyed territory. Also it is strongly urged that all persons; 
should take steps as rapidly as possible toward judicial organization. 
The citizens of the territory should show themselves capable, will- 
ing and even anxious for civil law, free schools, churches and all 
such evidences of thrift and prosperity. In selecting town site loca- 


, tions residents should calmly claim the best land for such purposes, 
` irrespéctive ofany man’s greedy desire, and have the same patented 
'for the public use only. 


BEAVER, Crry, November 29, 1886. 

Minutes of mass meeting called by the aforesaid subscribers at 7 

o’clock in school house 
. Meeting called to order by J. A, Overstreet, and O. G. Chase 

elected to the chair. 

On motion J.-A. Overstreet was elected Secretary and J. C. 

Hodge Treasurer. - 

Call read by Secretary. 

Rules and Regulations as per calli read by Chairman. 

And after certain erasures the Rules and Regulations were 
adopted unanimously. . 

On motion meeting abjourned. 


O, G, CHASE, President. J. ል. OVERSTREET, Secretary. 
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